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Matt Hykin

TAX-VILLE
 
	 My thesis research strategically attempts to 
loophole and exploit the two jurisdictional tax systems 
of the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom 
through the Irish Border condition. 
	 I offer a spatial exploration of these tax 
laws through the adoption of legislative definitions as 
parameters for design. I therefore design a tax avoiding, 
architectural typology that can side-step tax liability 
definitions from each jurisdiction by exploiting the 
immediate border condition. My typology provides the 
user with a tax-avoiding residency on/across the U.K/
Irish Border. 
	 I achieve this by adopting a method of 
moving across the border every 182 days - avoiding 

tax residency in Ireland. And a method of spanning a 
dwelling across the border through rooms that can 
leave the dwelling into a new jurisdiction and, again, 
avoid the definition of a taxable dwelling in the U.K.
	 To answer my research question, I have 
adopted an extreme scenario using the super-rich, 
highest tax bracket earners as my user and therefore 
transformed my typology by multiplying and merging 
the modular unit into a luxury superstructure spanning 
along the Border. It consists of super-rich user activities 
in the form of different zones branching from and 
encapsulating the superstructure, thus demonstrating 
what a tax-free lifestyle may look like.
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Nathan Edge

CROSS-BORDER INTERMODAL FREIGHT TERMINAL
 
	 Gateway Ireland has emerged from the 
complexities and fears of the foreseen impact that the
UK’s departure from the European Union may have 
on the socio-political, spatial, and infrastructural 
conditions of the border that currently partitions the 
island of Ireland.
	 An alternative to the destructive Irish 
Sea ‘Backstop’ and an international collaborative 
solution to a ‘Hard’ Customs Border, Gateway Ireland 
is an intermodal freight terminal that operates 
semiautonomously for the controlled movement of 
goods and continuation of ‘frictionless’ crossborder 
connectivity.
	 Gateway Ireland puts in place the 
progressive, yet pragmatic, economic and customs 

infrastructures needed to support the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland’s transitional 
exit from the European Union, establishing a peaceful 
frontier between two significant unions.
	 This ‘all-ireland’ project located in the 
isolated rural border condition of the ‘Drummully-
Polyp’, is built upon layers of historic and obsolescent 
infrastructures that once connected the island of
Ireland together. These abandoned networks now form 
an arterial ‘customs corridor’ of road-rail infrastructures 
that control cross-border freight activity between the 
UK and EU, whilst allowing for frictionless movement 
and connectivity of people between Northern Ireland 
and the Republic of Ireland.
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Sam Buckley

THE TREATY OF THINGS 
 
	 Following the eventual detachment of the 
United Kingdom from the European Union, moving 
ourselves, products, our ideas and livestock across our 
borders will become susceptible to friction. The Treaty 
of Things aims to propose an alternative UK/Irish 
border condition, one that allows for the frictionless 
movement of the ‘things’ that we consider to make up 
our lives, our jobs and our societies.. 
	 The late John Urry comments that twenty 
first century mobilities must consider the inter-
societal movement of people, product and the idea. 
He observed that a scalable system of the Network 
and the Scapes are what all twenty first century ‘things’ 
congregate at (the Network) and move across (the 

Scape). The Treaty of Things considers both tangible 
and intangible ‘things’ as part of a four stage process of 
Check, Create, Manufacture and Distribute that unfolds 
in the immediate context of the UK/Irish borderlands. 
My thesis proposal explores the spatial ramifications 
of data accumulation, experiential creative space and 
began to question how frictionless can our movement 
across societal borders old and new truly be.
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Steffan Morris-Hernandez

PLASTIC FANTASTIC 
 
	 Plastic Fantastic is an advanced plastic 
waste recycling facility located in Warrenpoint, 
Northern Ireland. By integrating a system of circular 
economy, the project looks to hybridize the waste 
outputs from the recycling process with tourism to 
create a model for innovative social infrastructure.
 	 The project inhabits within a scenario based 
Hard-Brexit world where disruptions to goods, services 
and the movement of people have affected daily 
systems. Plastic Fantastic embraces the constraints of 
a hard border, creating a juxtaposition between the 
frictionless movement of processing plastic waste with 
the controlled movement of people.
	 In alignment with several local and national 

sustainability targets, the touristic resort aims to 
improve the understanding and management of an 
increasing unsustainable global consumption of plastic. 
The resort is divided into five distinct phases with 
each one embodying a different stage of the recycling 
process. 






